CITY OF BROOKSVILLE

GREAT BROOKSVILLIAN SCREENING COMMITTEE
Joseph E. Johnston, III Council Chambers 201 Howell Avenue

Brooksville, FL. 34601
Agenda

June 19, 2025 5:00 P.M.

A.
B.

E.
F.
G.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with disabilities needing a special accommodation to participate in this proceeding
should contact the ADA Coordinator, no later than 48 hours in advance of the meeting at (352) 540-3810. Meeting agendas and supporting

Call to Order
Approval of Minutes
1. March 20, 2025
2025 Great Brooksvillian Nomination Review:
1. Mabel Sims
2. Arthur LeRoy Snow, Jr.
3. Martha Maner
Past Top Three for consideration
a. Sandra Knox
b. Roy Link
New Business
Citizen Input - (Discussion will be limited to 2 minutes for each speaker)

Adjourn

documentation are available from the City Clerk’s office and online at www.cityofbrooksville.us.

Any person desiring to appeal any decision with respect to any matter considered at this meeting may need a record of the proceedings including the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based and therefore must arrange for a court reporter to ensure that a verbatim record of the

proceedings is made.


http://www.cityofbrooksville.us/

CITY OF BROOKSVILLE
GREAT BROOKSVILLIAN SCREENING COMMITTEE
Joseph E. Johnston, III Council Chambers 201 Howell Avenue
Brooksville, FL. 34601
Minutes

March 20, 2025 5:00 P.M.

A. Call to Order — Chair Samples called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.
Present: Chair Skip Samples, Board Member Jan Knowles, and Board Member Gerard Lyons.
Absent: Vice Chair Rick Carlton and Board Member Debbie Daniel

Also Present: Recording Clerk Lisa Morris
B. Selection of Chair and Vice-Chair

1. Chair Selection — Board Member Knowles nominated Skip Samples for Chair.

Motion made by Vice Chair Knowles, Seconded by Board Member Lyons to nominate Skip
Samples for Chair.

Vote: 3-0

2. Vice-Chair Selection — Board Member Knowles nominated Rick Carlton for Vice Chair.

Motion made by Board Member Knowles, Seconded by Board Member Lyons to nominate
Rick Carlton as Vice Chair.

Vote: 3-0
C. Approval of Minutes

1. July 18, 2024 - Motion made by Board Member Knowles, Seconded by Board Member Lyons
to approve the July 18, 2024 Minutes.

Vote: 3-0
D. 2023 Great Brooksvillian Selection Process:

Chair Samples provided a brief history of the Screening Committee’s purpose and responsibilities. Discussion followed
related to previous nominees and winners.

1. Nomination Instructions
2. Nomination Form

3. Press Release
4

Listing of Great Brooksvillian Winners



5. Listing of Past Nominees

6. Discussion of Advertising

The Board discussed the nomination process, criteria for selection and timeline for the selection process. Board
members requested copies of the nomination packets for distribution.

7. Proposed Schedule of Additional Meetings and Timeline for Nomination
a. June 13,2025 Nominations Due
b. June 19, 2025 Great Brooksvillian Submission Review
C. July 17, 2025 Nominee Presentations & Committee Top 3 Selection
d. August 4, 2025 Council Selection of the 2025 Great Brooksvillian

E. New Business — No new business to discuss.

F. Citizen Input - (Discussion will be limited to 2 minutes for each speaker) — There was none.
G. Adjourn
Motion made by Board Member Knowles, Seconded by Board Member Lyons to adjourn at 5:41
pm.
Vote: 3-0
Attest:

Skip Samples, Chair Lisa Morris, Recording Clerk



Great Brooksvillian

The City of Brooksville would like to recognize outstanding men and women who have made
significant positive coniributions o the history, culture and/or economy of our community.

Each year the Brooksville City Council will determine the number of recipients and select
from the nominees.

Website Address: Visit the City of Brooksville Website

2024 Committee Members
Debbie Daniel Skip Samples
Jan Knowles Elizabeth A. Witherell
Richard Carlton
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“Great Brooksvillian”
Someone that has made The City of Brooksville Community a Better Place to Live.

NOMINATION FORM
(Please type or print clearly in black ink)
Date of Submission: mﬁb‘l ///} AoZY¥
1. Name of Normninee -
Hpble  Lee Ho ldow2) S ms
/Name of Nominee

Contact information for the person that is nominating the Great Brooksyvillian:

Name e/ Axowle? g Address2£237 Fows? X0 )

Telephone/Cell No. Z5Z- 277552 Faxiip; Db s 2

Email address (if available):_Spuin/oesdes 2T ay 04 - com

Photo Included? Yes X_ No___ (Optional)

2. What positive contributions have been made fo the history, cultural and/or economy of
our community? Please include dates if known. Please attach one additional page if
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3. Did the contributions of this nominee also benefit outside the City of Brookswl!e?

If so, how’?
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If you have questions, please contact, The Office of the City Clerk, Lisa Morris, Deputy
City Clerk 352-540-3893 or email: COB-INFO@cityofbrooksville.us
Return this form to:
City of Brooksville
Afin: Depuly Cify Clerk
201 Howell Avenue, Brooksville, FL 34601
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o MY NOMINATION OF MABLE SIMS FOR THE 2024 GREAT
Aol BROOKSVILLIAN AWARD

By Jan Knowles

t

5
E

I first met Mable Sims in 1993 at an event that we had when I was involved at
P a function at the May-Stringer Heritage Museum in Brooksville, Fl. We were celebrating
'.fgf Hernando County’s birthday and she brought many, many African American artifacts collected
g from her family homestead “Twin Lakes™ property on Cardwell Street, in Eastern Brooksville.
N She and her husband were in native dress and had tables full of artifacts that _
¥ she shared with everyone including the history of African Americans in Hernando County.
5o I learned that her mission statement was “ To inform and educate the public about the rich
i heritage of the O’Neal-St. Clair lineage and their accomplishments”. Her accumulation of
{«J{ history she shared she called “HISTORY On WHEELS".

5.

Knowing her for as long as I have, I could not think of a better candidate for the City’s honorary
title of Great Brooksvillian more than Mable Sims.

She has been sharing her “History on Wheels” since 1993 and still continues to do so, as well

,:’.:‘A‘; as her history of their “Twin Lakes” area and her two-family Cracker Homes she is applying
Tain to put on the National Registry of Historic Places in Hernando County.
ey
i . .
o Her accomplishments just to name a few are as follows:
a) She was a teacher for many years for the Head Start Program she would share her

knowledge of history with grades from Kindergarten to High School.
b) She went to Johannesburg, South Africa as an ambassador for black history in1998
¢) She also shares her 6%, Generation family whose great-great grandfather was a slave
d) She has shared her histories with speeches at Florida Universities over the years
e) She spoke Oct. 8 thurl3, 2002 at the 56", National Preservation Conference and
was named “2002 Emerging Preservation Leader™,
f) Her Great-Great Uncle Lem St. Clair was 2007 Great Brooksvillian for his

i contributions and is on our 2008 LIVERY STABLE MURAL. She
fgﬁ furnished all of the history to help make that happen.
é’%ﬂ g) Locally she has done first person impressions of Aunt Lizzie at Chinsegut Hill

1845 Manor House for many years.
o h) She has participated in many discussions with classes at
Pasco Hernando Community College and Pasco Hernando State Colleges.

el
i :, March 2019 Mable Sims on behalf of the African American Heritage
:f;,}‘;; Society of east Pasco County was selected as one of their 2019
F‘ National Woman’s History Month honorees of five, as their valiant

3 Community servants. The ceremony took place March 7, 2020.
o’
it Her list of accomplishments for Hernando and Brooksville are many and her
;:; knowledge of the area concerning the African American Heritage is priceless.
hiw‘.‘r;i:
H‘E% She also received in 2022 Historic Hernando Preservation Society annual award

" “Lee Anne Shoeman Award of Preservation Excelance.

LS
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inz She continued on until her death Feb. 26, 2023 updating her history of her family and of
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course of her Hernando heritage.

Her death in 2023 has left a great void . She died with dignity and grace and left behind a
wonderful devoted family who will carry on her passion for history and of her love of expressing

that at every opportunity she could.

Her work will carry on thanks in part to the City of Brooksville like their GREAT
BROOKSVILLIAN COMMITTEE. If she were to receive this award it will help to continue to
educate residents and others of the heritage of the African American History of Hernando and

Citrus and Pasco surrounding counties.




317123, 3:45 PM Obituary for Mable Lee Holloway | JT Campbell Funieral and Cremation Services Macedonia Chapel LLC

he Dash represents all of her accomplishments. She aitended an all Black "Melanated School in
Hernando County from “the first grade through the twelfth grade” at Moton High School in Brooksville,
Florida.

After graduating from High School'in 1963, she moved to Saint Petersburg, Florida fo further her
education in cosmetology along with that she got her CNA license as a certified nurse assistant, she
work vary job's in that field from 1872-1978.

After moving back to Brooksville Florida, a small rural county community called Twin Lakes Florida in the summer of 1978.
While getting settled in, she started as a volunteer parent at Head Start. Soon she was promoted to
teacher aide/bus driver from there she became a Head Start Teacher. Mable wore many titles
throughout her life such as a teacher in Sumter County, AA/AS at PHCC. Mable personality was a
great benefit to the parents and staff.

After leaving {(Head Start), she continued, her family's long rich legacy, in History/ Cultural, including display presentation
that is her 'generation's of art's, books, pictures and other items like many of her memorabilia she also portray the
character of Aunt Lizzie Washington at Chinsegut Hill, north of Hernando Co. for many years, also " History on Wheels "
by going to many elementary, middle, high school, throughout the county.

She leaves a legacy of memaories to her (4) Children- Lisa D Mobley, Robert Henry Huggins
(Tomeka), Furlishus M. Mobley (Robin}, Michae!l James Huggins (Tawana), One Step-Son,
Demetrius Marcella Sims; Her sibling (5) Sisters-- Precious M. Avant,Helen O. Hall (deceased), Valerie R. Tucker
(deceased), Willie Mae Birdsong, Ruby Martin (Sammie) all in St. Petersburg, FL (3) Brothers- John W. Morriss
(Demerita), Dade City FL, Nathaniel J. Morris, St. Petersburg, FL, Willie Morris (Daisy) Tampa, FL; (2} Uncles- Pastor Carl
Norton O'Neal (Sarah) Brooksville, FL, Isaac North O'Neal, Dade City, FL (1) Aunt- Willie Viola Norton O'Neal, Brooksville,
FL;13 Grandchildren & 17 Great- Grandchildren;

As well as a host of Great nieces/ nephews, cousins, special relatives, friends co-workers, event planners, City/ County
officials and individual who worked at Higher Learming Institutions

To send flawers ([obituary/Mable-Holloway/sympathy-landing) o the family or plant a free
({obituary/Mable-Holloway/1071513/memorial-tree) in memory of Mable Lee Holloway, please visit our
floral_store. (fobituary/Mable-Holloway/sympathy-landing)

/
Services
W.AKE A\ Directions ‘ (https://maps.google.com/?
Friday N
March 10, 2023 g=20053+Yontz+Road,+Brooksville,+FL+34601)
5:00 PM . s e
-Graater LoveOutreach Ministry— ' R B—Text-petails-- - -—
20053 Yontz Road ’ '
Brooksville, FL 34601 ¥4 Email Details
{fobituary/Mable-Holloway/sympathy-landing) ' {fobituary/Mable-Holloway/1071513/memorial-tree)

httpsivavw jlcampbellfuneralandcremation.com/obituary/Mable-Holloway 214
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Great Brooksvillian

The City of Brooksville would like to recognize outstanding men and women who have made
significant positive contributions to the history, culture and/or economy of our community.

Each year the Brooksville City Council will determine the number of recipients and select
from the nominees.

Website Address: Visit the City of Brooksville Website

2024 Committee Members

Richard Carlton
Elizabeth A. Witherell

Skip Samples
Jan Knowles

Debbie Daniel
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITING A NOMINATION FORM
1 Please type or clearly print in black ink.
2 Please be sure your nomination form:
1 One (1) original completed Nomination Form
2 -If available, a photograph or electronic image reproduction of the nominee

3 Nominations will be accepted through 5:00 p.m. on Friday June 13, 2024. No application

postmarked after this date will be accepted. Early submissions are encouraged. Please
4 plan to attend the committee meeting on July 18, 2024, at 5:00 pm.

Mail nominations forms with an optional photo to:

City of Brooksville

Attn: Deputy City Clerk

201 Howell Avenue

Brooksville, Florida 34601

Or Email: COB-INFO@cityofbrooksville.us

Questions - contact: The Office of the City Clerk, Lisa Morris, Deputy City Clerk 352-540-
3893, or email: COB-INFO@cityofbrooksville.us

Great Brooksvillian Screening Committee Meetings are announced on the City’s
Website Calendar and are open to the public. You can also find them on the City’s

Calendar Page.

PLEASE NOTE: Any materials submitted with a "Great Brooksvillian™ nomination
become the property of the City of Brooksville, Florida, and are public records.
Therefore, please do not send anything that must be returned or original pictures and

are subject to public records laws.

Page |2 of6
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CRITERIA FOR ELIGIBILITY

The City of Brooksville would like to recognize outstanding men and women who have made
significant positive contributions to the history, culture and/or economy of our community.
Each year the Brooksville City Council will determine the number of recipients and select

from the nominees.

e A nominee should be a person whose contributions are generally known and readily
recognizable by our residents or the contribution for which they are being recognized
should reflect a significant contribution to the City of Brooksville.

¢ Nominee may be alive or deceased at the time of nomination.

e Consideration should be given to the historical perspective of nominees.

e Individuals can be nominated by anyone in the community and a standard nomination
form will be used by City Council annually during the nomination period.

e Persons nominated from previous years may be re-nominated if not selected. A
nominee cannot be nominated for the award if they are a previous recipient.

e Self-nominations will not be accepted.

Please send the original nomination form and one (1) recent photo. (Photo Optional) A
cumulative plaque will be maintained in Brooksville City Hall to commemorate and
memorialize the annual honoree(s) and an individual plaque will be presented to the
honoree and his/her family at a ceremony.

The nominator is requested to attend the Committee meeting on July 18, 2024, at 5:00
pm to present information on the candidate. The committee meeting is held at City Hall,
Joseph E. Johnston Il Council Chambers located at 201 Howell Avenue, Brooksville

Florida.

Page |3 of6




“Great Brooksvillian”
Someone that has made The City of Brooksville Community a Better Place to Live.

NOMINATION FORM
(Please type or print clearly in black ink)

Date of Submission: June 12, 2024

Name of Nominee — Martha Maner

Contact information for the person that is co-nominating the Great Brooksvillian:

Name: Nina Mattei Name: Maureen Cavallaro

Address: 20 Pine Street, B-ville, FL 34601 Address: 24 Pine Street, B-ville, FL 34601
Telephone/Cell: 352-422-2608 Telephone/Cell: 352-799-1004

Email: ninamattei@comcast.net Email: mrsc 623@yahoo.com

Photo Included? Yes X No __ (Optional)

What positive contributions have been made to the history, cultural and/or economy of
our community? Please include dates if known. Please attach one additional page if
necessary.

If you are a child or an adult, a resident of Brooksville or a visitor to Hernando County, a
parent or a student, a worker or a co-worker or a business owner, a relative or a friend
or a stranger; you may not know it but, Martha Maner has enriched your life.

Martha is a Brooksville native and a lifelong member of Ebenezer Missionary Baptist
Church. Her work ethic and commitment to her community were shaped by her
maternal grandmother and maternal aunts, the women of the dietary department at the
Lykes / Brooksville / Spring Hill Regional / Tampa General hospitals, and her
schoolteacher and mentor. Blending those life lessons and human connections along
with her intelligence and wit, Martha rose to management positions and continues to
spread her volunteerism across the community. Martha worked for more than 40 years
at the local hospitals, rising to manager of food services. Along the way her work
strengthened hospital patients and she was instrumental in helping her co-workers
understand and participate in all the benefits offered to employees, thus enriching the
health and lives of current and future generations. In her role as the Nutrition Supervisor
for Mid Florida Community Service Head Start USDA, Martha cared for the nutritional
needs of preschoolers and the sick for respectively over 50 plus years. In that time,
Martha coordinated and collaborated with agencies and organizations across the
community to improve education and enrichment activities for preschoolers and their
parents, insuring the best start possible for young families. In her more than 30 years of
service to Improved Benevolent Protective Order of Elks of World (IBPOEW), Martha’s
leadership and vision have led to roles as Exalted Ruler and Daughter Ruler of
Frederick Kelly Elks Lodge #1270 and Kelley's Temple #1004. Martha is also the
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President of the Florida Women Deputies of Elk in Florida, a member of Emma V. Kelly
Council #61, a member of the National President Council of EIks, is State President of
the woman auxiliary of the IBPOEW.

In addition to her formal roles, Martha helped create and coordinate the Frederick Kelly
Lodge’s weekend breakfast program which held strong during the COVID Pandemic to
keep the lodge financially stable. During that time, she also served dinner from the
lodge every evening to help feed families amid the global lockdown. Martha’s Annual
Thanksgiving dinner continues to nourish the community and grow in numbers each
year. These acts among others have made Martha a crown mother in the community: a
wise, respectful, generous, and nurturing woman who others can depend on. For
example. she provides support for young mother's baby showers. funeral repasts,
wedding receptions, birthday parties, South Brooksville Tax Redevelopment Advisory
Committee, CRA, and the Togetherhood Program of YMCA. She is the Ambassador of
South Brooksville and engages in all needed services to improve the community.

Did the contributions of this nominee also benefit outside the City of Brooksuville? If so,
how?

Martha’s experience in helping build community strength aids in solving problems
across the city and county. In one instance, when the South Brooksville Tax
Redevelopment Advisory Committee (TRAC) surveyed residents in 2022 about their
needs, the face-to-face interviews generated insight into the difficulty residents have
arranging affordable transportation, especially for those who don’t drive or own a car.
The community’s input led to funding from the Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT), and coordination between the City of Brooksville and Hernando County. The
collaboration resulted in a bus stop on the purple route being added at the corner of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., and Muhammed Ali Way. Martha noted, there used to be a
bus stop in the neighborhood, and it was moved to another location. The residents and
the government agencies worked though the challenges to ensure the bus stop was
safe for riders, logistically feasible for bus drivers, and didn’t impinge on private
property. The route enables residents to travel beyond the community to access
services, shopping, education, entertainment, and to expand their sense of community.

As the Grand Marshall to the 2024 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day Parade “Live the
Dream, a Declaration of Unity,” Martha’s motto: “Show and give love to all” capped her
many years of service to all, with a hand to anyone who needs it. Lastly, Martha and her
husband JoJo (Joseph) raised three successful daughters, Jacqueline, Jowatha, and
JoSandra and although JoJo passed in 2023, their five grandchildren and two great
grandchildren are witnesses to 52 years of happy marriage.

If you have questions, please contact, The Office of the City Clerk, Lisa Morris, Deputy
City Clerk 352-540-3893, or email: COB-INFO@cityofbrooksville.us
Return this form to: City of Brooksville Attn: Deputy City Clerk
201 Howell Avenue, Brooksville, FL 34601
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CRITERIA FOR ELIGIBILITY

The City of Brooksville would like to recognize outstanding men and women who have made
significant positive contributions to the history, culture and/or economy of our community.
Each year the Brooksville City Council will determine the number of recipients and select
from the nominees.

« A nominee should be a person whose contributions are generaily known and readily
recognizable by our residents or the contribution for which they are being recognized
should reflect a significant contribution to the City of Brooksville.

« Nominee may be alive or deceased at the time of nomination.

e Consideration should be given to the historical perspective of nominees.

« Individuals can be nominated by anyone in the community and a standard nomination
form will be used by City Council annually during the nomination period.

« Persons nominated from previous years may be re-nominated if not selected. A
nominee cannot be nominated for the award if they are a previous recipient.

« Self-nominations will not be accepted.

Please send the original nomination form and one (1) recent photo. (Photo Optional )A
cumulative plaque will be maintained in Brooksville City Hall to commemorate and
memorialize the annual honoree(s) and an individual plaque will be presented to the
honoree and his/her family at a ceremony.

The nominator is requested to attend the Committee meefing on July 14, 2020, at 5:00
pm to present information on the candidate. The committee meeting is held at City Hall,
Joseph E. Johnston 1l Council Chambers located at 201 Howell Avenue, Brooksville
Florida.
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“Great Brooksvillian”
Someone that has made The City of Brooksville Community a Better Place to Live.

NOMINATION FORM
(Please type or print cleatly)
Date of Submission: __-=6 28 7023
1. Name of Nominee : "2 O‘]’ L-I\Jl{ —
Contact information for the person that is nominating the Great Brooksvillian:
Name: ’?0 &) L— AwJSo 1)
Address:_ 4 (CRoOBY ¢
owentille B zdCol
Telephone/Cell No.: 352 - 199-0513  Fax No:
Email address (Ifavml%b%f' 232 (AD
Meeeodizd @ _YAteo « coH
Photo Included? Yes ____a__/ No___ (Optional)

2. What positive contributions have been made to the history, cultural and/or economy of our
community? Please include dates if known. Please attach one additional page if necessary.
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3. Didthe contnz)utlons of this nominee also benefit outside the City of Brooksville?

If so, how? J—
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Hernando 2-year-old is found alive

A volunteer recounts the moment he located JJ
Rowland alone and barefoot in the woods.




BY MICHAELA MULLIGAN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

Nearly an hour had passed since Roy Link
made the decision to start searching on
his own. His pink T-shirt was slick on his
back with sweat. He could hear the
helicopters buzzing overhead —
searching, so far, fruitlessly.

The 62-year-old came to an open field and

was met with a choice — two wooded

areas with a small clearing in between.

Link, an ex-Marine and former supervisor

for Hernando County parks, said he

decided on intuition alone. He would go to the woods on his left.

He had barely stepped a foot into the forest when he heard the first
whimper. And then another, a little louder. Link said the cries broke through
his daze, and the realization dawned on him: JJ,

“J1,” Link called out. And the whimpering grew louder.

And then he saw him, just 100 feet away: A 2-year-old boy, standing in the
woods, barefoot among the briars — his wild, golden hair a bush of brambles
and curls on his head. That’s him, Link thought, that’s JJ.

The man was cautious but friendly. The boy had spent the last nearly 24
hours alone in the elements.

“Hey, buddy,” Link said. JJ lit up. “You ready to get out of here?” Link said.
The boy threw up his arms in response.

The boy was sturdy in his arms, Link recalled, as heavy as a bag of feed.

“Mama, Mama,” the boy said, latching onto Link. We’re going to Mama, Link
said.

After nearly a day of looking for 2-year-old Joshua “JJ” Rowland, the search
ended when Link found the boy safe and alive Friday morning. The boy was
discovered north of his home, just south of D.S. Parrott Middle School, 19220
Youth Drive in Brooksville.

Sheriff’s officials said they believe JJ left his home in the area of Cheever and
Yontz roads while his parent was asleep Thursday morning. The last time
anybody saw the boy was around 10;40 a.m, Thursday.




——
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Law Enforcement, the Florida Department of Corrections and local police,
searched for the boy for about 24 hours.

“That long period — everybody starts thinking the worst, and it’s hard not
to. It’s like how can all these people and all these deputies searched all this
and not find a clue?” Link told the Tampa Bay Times in a phone interview.
“You know all that bad stuff starts going through your mind, but then
finding him healthy and alive, it’s just ... wow.”

Link, a humble man, is a bit overwhelmed by the attention he’s received
since finding the boy Friday morning. A father and a grandfather, he said he
is the third generation of his family to live in Brooksville.

The man had planned on fishing Friday morning, but that changed when his
wife, Kimbertly, told him the Hernando County Sheriff’s Office was looking
for volunteers to search for JJ.

“How could you not?” Link said,

Crowds of people gathered early Friday to search for JJ. During a news
conference with Hernando County Sheriff Al Nienhuis after the 2-year-old
was found, Nienhuis said more people showed up to help than the agency
had jobs for.

People came out in droves, Link said. Anyone could have stumbled on JJ, he
said. In a video posted to the Sheriff’s Office’s Facebook page, Nienhuis
called Link the “man of the year.”

“So I give all them people and the sheriff and everybody that showed up a
whole lot credit for their time they spent out there,” Link said.

About 15 minutes before finding JJ, Link said he prayed to God the boy would
be found. Not necessarily by him, but that someone would find the boy alive,

When Link stepped back out of the woods holding JJ and on the phone with
911, he saw other people across the pasture. They came running over and one
person offered to take JJ, but the boy clung to Link.

In a 911 call released by the Sheriff’s Office, Jj can be heard asking for his
mom. On the audio recording, people can be heard giving the boy food and
water.

“Good job, buddy — way to make it,” Link said on the 911 call. “Such a big
guy you are.”

Soon, the crowd grew bigger with emergency responders and volunteers.
Link could sense JJ] becoming frightened, and the boy held onto him tight.
The 2-year-old wouldn’t even go into the ambulance without Link.

P —
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health.” Link said. “He did not look like a 2-year-old that’s been out in the
woods for ever-how-many hours.”

JJ’s mother quickly met them at the ambulance, and a few minutes later, his
father showed up. Everyone was laughing and crying, Link said. Watching JJ,
Link thought he would make a good hiking partner when he got older.

After an eventful morning, Link got home and began pulling the spurs from
his clothes. His wife took one whiff of him and said he had to do something
about that. He had, after all, been carrying a toddler who’d been wearing a
diaper for nearly a day.

Contact Michaela Mulligan at mmulligan@tampabay.com. Follow
@Michaela _Mull.
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